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 The Office of International 

Education hosted Fulbright Scholar-

in-Residence Professor Jimrex 

Byamugisha of the School of 

Statistics and Planning at Makerere 

University (Uganda) during the 

2015 fall semester. The Fulbright 

Scholar Program is the flagship 

international educational exchange 

program sponsored by the U.S. 

government and for over 60 years 

has increased mutual understanding 

between the people of the United 

States and the people of other 

countries. Professor Byamugisha 

has worked for a variety of 

government ministries, local and 

international NGOs, and 

International Organizations such 

as UNDP, WFP, ILO, UNFPA, 

UNICEF and ICT. Because of his 

background in applied statistics, 

Prof Byamugisha is endowed with 

a wealth of knowledge from many 

spheres and was a great resource 

to both the student body and 

faculty.   

 

While at Harper, Professor 

Byamugisha visited and made 

presentations in a variety of 

Harper classrooms, including 

Cultural Anthropology, 

Humanities, Biology, Political 

Science, and Linguistics. He also 

met with several committees in 

continued on next page 

Going Global! 

With the mission to increase the 

enrollment in study abroad 

programs offered at Harper 

College, a survey was conducted 

in order to find out if students 

are interested in going abroad 

while studying at Harper, 

destinations of interest, how 

much money students would 

spend and what amount of time 

would be preferred for the 

international experience. Please 

find the summarized results of a 

sample student population of 

909 students represented in four 

charts. 

While attending Harper College, I am interested in the 

following opportunities in another country 

 

 

   

Professor Byamugisha cuts 

the cake at the Office of 

International Education Fall 

Semester Welcome Reception 
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Faculty Reflections 
By Kathleen Sachs, Adjunct Instructor, Spanish 

 

    Since I participated in a school 

trip to Spain my senior year of 

high school, I’ve always known 

that taking students overseas is a 

life-changing experience. After 

participating in the trip, I fell in 

love with the language and culture 

of Spain. By the time I started my 

freshman year of college, I knew 

that I wanted to teach Spanish.  

When I was offered the 

opportunity to co-chaperone the 

Biology 150 trip to Costa Rica, I 

jumped at the chance. Not only 

would I be able to spend almost 

two weeks practicing Spanish, but 

I would also be able to help 

students navigate a new language 

and culture while teaching them a 

bit of the language in the process. 

And more importantly, I would 

have many experiences pertaining 

to language and culture to share 

with my own students upon my 

return. Recently, in my Spanish 

101 class, we discussed how 

greeting styles differed between 

North American and Spanish-

speaking cultures. In the United 

States, most people will greet one 

another with a hello or a 

handshake. In Latin America, 

they greet one another using a 

kiss on one or both cheeks. 

Because I had stayed with a host 

family overnight, I was able to 

recount my experiences greeting 

the host mother and leaving the 

family the next morning to help 

illustrate the difference.   

And of course, the students that 

went to Costa Rica had a great 

time. Over the course of the trip, I 

heard several students repeating 

question words I had taught them: 

―¿Qué?, ¿Cómo?, and ¿Por qué?‖ 

Two students expressed an 

interest in taking Spanish classes 

when they returned to the United 

States and yet another student 

confided that he would love to 

return to the University of Costa 

Rica to study ecology. The trip 

clearly made a profound impact on 

them. During their presentations 

several weeks later, several 

students indicated that they 

would love to return to Costa Rica 

in the future. 
    Would I take more students to a 

different country to learn a new 

language and culture? In a 

heartbeat. 

 

 

  

order to better understand 

our system of shared 

governance. In addition to 

his campus presentations, 

Jimrex travelled to several 

other colleges and schools.  

By invitation, he made 

presentations at the Crystal 

Lake Montessori School, 

Northeast Wisconsin 

Technical College (Green 

Bay, WI), College of 

DuPage, Morton College, 

and Ivy Tech Community 

College-Lafayette (IN).  

Given his interest in 

agriculture, Jimrex also 

visited several large and 

small scale farms in Dixon, 

IL and the John Deere 

Pavilion in Moline, IA.  
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Pride Lecture Series 

This semester (Spring 2016) the Pride Club is launching a new meeting and 

event structure.  Rather than hold events separate from our regular club 

meetings, we are instead hosting events during our regular club meetings.  

While we will still have unstructured (open) meetings for the club members to 

socialize and plan, the bulk of our meetings will be lectures, films and 

facilitated discussions organized around a topics that will be connected to the 

semester theme.  This semester our theme is ―divisions, fractures and 

erasures.‖  We will be discussing the issues and people that are often silenced 

within the LGBT community (as well as outside). In February we will explore 

the impact that sexism and racism has on the LGBT community, both 

historically and presently.  In March and April will discuss the impact that 

geographic location has on the LGBT community—within the United States 

across rural, suburban and urban contexts, and globally from non U.S., non-

Western perspectives.   

While the unstructured meetings are for Pride Club members, our lecture 

series events are open to the entire campus!  Please know that while it would 

be great to attend all of the sessions—lectures and discussions alike—you are 

welcome to join us at any of the events and please encourage your students to 

attend.  Participation in the discussions will not be dependent upon having 

attended a lecture or seen a film.  Rather, the lectures will provide historical 

and sociological context, while the discussions will explore the micro level of 

our personal experiences both on and off Harper’s campus.   

 

The Schedule:  Mondays, from 3:30-4:30 in J 152 

February 1:  Queer Patriarchy—Gay Men vs. Lesbians vs. Bisexuals (lecture 

by Dr. Edwards)  

February 8:  Queer Patriarchy—Gay Men vs. Lesbians vs. Bisexuals 

(facilitated discussion) 

February 15:  The Whiteness of Gayness?—Racism in the LGBT community 

(Film:  Brother Outsider: The Life of Bayard Rustin http://rustin.org/ ) 

February 22:  The Whiteness of Gayness?—Racism in the LGBT community 

(facilitated discussion) 

 

 

March 7:  Out of the City—The Geography of the LGBT Community (lecture 

by Dr. Edwards) 

March 14:  Out of the City—The Geography of the LGBT Community 

(structured discussion) 

April 18:  The LGBT Community—Going Global (film:  The Pearl of Africa 

http://pearlofafrica.tv/  

April 25:  The LGBT Community—Going Global (facilitated discussion) 

   One of Harper College’s study 

abroad faculty leaders, Kevin 

Long, was nominated for a 2015 

Tony Award for Excellence in 

Theatre Education. 

Congratulations Kevin! 

   Currently Associate Professor 

and Director of Theatre at 

Harper, Kevin received the 

Illinois Theatre Association’s 

Award for Excellence in College 

Theatre Teaching in 2012, and is 

President of the Illinois 

Communication and Theatre 

Association.  

   During the spring semester of 

2015, Kevin took a group of 

students to London for a study 

abroad experience. A wildly 

successful program, the students 

explored the life and work of 

William Shakespeare from 

historical, textual, critical and 

most importantly performance 

perspectives while on campus. 

Then the students traveled to 

London over spring break where 

they experienced site visits, 

master class workshops, guest 

lectures, and live performances 

at the Globe Theatre, as well as 

other sites with Shakespearean 

connections, in London. By all 

accounts, the students had an 

unforgettable experience that 

developed theatre skills, 

advanced their knowledge of 

Shakespeare and his times, and 

deepened their appreciation and 

understanding of Shakespeare’s 

plays through active 

participation and performance.  

Congratulations, Kevin, you 

truly deserve this honor! 

See video about Kevin’s 

nomination for the 2015 Tony 

Award for Excellence in Theatre 

Education 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?

v=ggI8cgu7IdI  

See video featuring Kevin’s work 

teaching First Folio Technique 

for Chicago Shakespeare: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=pfskOmKCe9U  

Kevin’s website: 

www.kevinlongdirector.com  

By Monica Edwards, Professor, Sociology 
Faculty Study 

Abroad 

Leader, Kevin 

Long, 

Nominated for 

2015 Tony 

Award! 

 

http://rustin.org/
http://pearlofafrica.tv/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggI8cgu7IdI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ggI8cgu7IdI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfskOmKCe9U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pfskOmKCe9U
http://www.kevinlongdirector.com/
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International Education in 

the Chemistry Classroom 
By Joe Wachter, Assistant Professor 

 

     In a recent study from the 

University of Virginia, Juan 

Garibay studied attitudes of 

undergraduates and found that 

after four years of study in a 

STEM discipline, students had a 

marked decrease in their desire 

to work to create a more 

equitable society compared to 

non-STEM students.  Nearly 

anyone with a STEM background 

will recall a curriculum with 

barely a mention of social issues 

or impacts of their field, and so 

this result is perhaps 

unsurprising. Many major 

initiatives nation-wide; however, 

focus on increasing the number of 

students in STEM fields. If this 

curriculum is actually damaging 

to students’ social responsibility, 

should we continue to recommend 

these fields of study? A better 

question would be: how can we 

build effective STEM programs 

that develop and enhance 

students’ sense of social agency? 

     We have begun to address this 

issue by centering global issues in 

some of our chemistry courses. By 

working through large modules 

studying Water Issues, Global 

Climate Change and Alternative 

Fuels, students learn the 

chemistry but also gain an 

appreciation of the global effects, 

positive and negative, of 

technology, as well as the 

necessarily complicated (and 

never purely technological) 

possible solutions. When 

considering the scientific method 

and chemical history, we 

encourage students to look 

beyond the traditional, 

Eurocentric narrative to find that 

wondering at and trying to 

explain the natural world is a 

truly global human experience. It 

has also been worthwhile to 

consider insights from feminist 

and postcolonial theories to 

critique the positivist 

assumptions of scientific 

knowledge acquisition that we 

have, up to this point, taught 

mostly without a second thought. 

We hope to encourage 

conversations among colleagues 

to ensure our science curriculum 

is as socially relevant as it is 

scientifically sound.  
 
    

 

 

 

    

 Online mapping technologies have become increasingly ubiquitous 

and accessible. An innovative example is ―Story Map‖ technology by 

leading GIS (Geographic Information Systems) vendor ESRI 

(http://www.esri.com/). ESRI Story Maps are web applications that 

combine maps, narrative text, images, video and sound to tell stories on 

an infinite array of topics. Story Maps provide educators and students 

with tools for creating interactive place based narratives that can be 

accessed through a variety of web browsers (Mac, Windows, and Linux) 

and smartphones (iOS and Android). These maps can be used to describe 

places, compare locations, present narratives, show patterns, share news, 

or depict change. 

 

Educators can use Story Maps to prepare students for field trips through 

interactive maps that show and describe important spatial features of a 

field exercise, for example the location and dimensions of a burn area in a 

biology field exercise. Virtual field trips can be utilized for location based 

studies in fields as diverse as geology (landform studies), literature (place 

based narratives), archeology (historical human migration), among many 

others.  Upon returning from a field exercise, students can use Story 

Maps to create visual representations of their experiences and to 

document their learning. This can be done for a local field trip or even a 

study abroad program. 

 

Start exploring the use of Story Maps in your classroom today by: 

1. Visiting https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery/ for ideas and 

inspiration 

2. Picking a template and following the simple steps provided at 

https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/app-list/    

 

For more information on Story Maps contact Mukila Maitha at 

mmaitha@harpercollege.edu.  

 

 

 

Using GIS Story Maps for Virtual and Actual Field Studies 
By Mukila Maitha, Assistant Professor, Geography 

   

http://www.esri.com/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/gallery/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/en/app-list/
mailto:mmaitha@harpercollege.edu


     EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION INTERNATIONAL PROFESSIONAL 
DEVELOPMENT TRIP: BRINGING U.S. EDUCATION TO ZURICH, SWITZERLAND 
 By Tara Mathien, Assistant Professor, ECE 
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In August, 2015, I was asked to visit KiddieLand Bilingual Child Care in Zurich, 

Switzerland to share US early childhood education practices and curriculum with their 

teachers. This was exciting on so many levels for me. First, the owner and director of the 

program is an alumna of Harper’s ECE Department! I have been in contact with Adriana 

Niculescu since she graduated from Harper. She opened KiddieLand in July, 2014. She 

asked me to come to help her teachers understand US ECE curriculum and practices.  

KiddieLand teacher professional development week (August 24-28, 2015) plan:  

 Workshops on various topics identified as needs for teachers 

 Analysis of KiddieLand classroom environments and policies  

 Visiting other schools in Switzerland  

 Teacher focus group 

We had a busy week! I presented workshops, helped with an analysis of her program, and 

was able to meet with the heads of two other schools to learn more about the education 

system in Switzerland. I also conducted a focus group with the teachers to learn more 

about their perspectives on education in Switzerland and their home countries. 

  

The week’s agenda 

 

Monday morning: Cultural Awareness & Sensitivity 

Monday afternoon: Understanding and Communicating Developmental Needs  

Tuesday morning: Developmentally Appropriate Practice 

Tuesday afternoon: Bringing Nature into the Curriculum 

Wednesday: KiddieLand Analysis 

Thursday: Site Visits  

Friday: Wrap up and teacher focus group 

 

Overall, the trip resulted in: 

1. Professional growth from presenting to an international audience 

2. Created partnership with 3 schools in Switzerland 

3. Enhanced ECE 115: Early Childhood Curriculum course 

4. Provides students with a real point of view about various ECE models outside of 

the United States 

5. Possible opportunity for future study abroad course  

The results of the trip did not just benefit the teachers of KiddieLand. I grew, 

professionally, in ways I had not anticipated. It also helped infuse an international 

perspective into courses in the ECE department. Thank you for the support from the 

Resource for Excellence Grant, the Teaching and Learning Mini-Grant, the International 

Committee, and the Grants and Awards Committee for helping to make this happen. It 

truly was a transformative experience. 

Linking Class Projects 
By Kelly Coronado, Instructor ESL 

Higher level ESL students in 

the full-time ESL program 

have continued to be required 

to have a conversation partner 

from a Spanish 102 class.  The 

students meet for an hour a 

week for eight weeks 

throughout the term.  The 

Spanish students learn about 

another culture and use the 

information in papers and 

projects that they need to 

complete in Spanish courses.  

In addition, we added a 

culminating project for the ESL 

students so that they can learn 

not only more about the 

language they are studying but 

also more in depth information 

about the culture in which they 

are living.  Each ESL student 

has to choose a theme to focus 

on with his/her conversation 

partner.  The theme has to be 

something that his/her partner 

should know a lot about.  For 

example, they could choose 

―Going to school in America‖, 

―Family life in America‖, 

―Dating and Marriage in 

America‖, ―Sports in America‖, 

etc.  Each time they meet with 

their conversation partners, 

they have to make five 

questions that relate to their 

specific theme.  They need to 

take notes while discussing the 

questions with their partners.  

For their final project, the ESL 

students have to create a 

Photostory based on the 

information that they collect on 

their themes.  They have to 

summarize the information and 

narrate a five minute video 

with pictures that reflect what 

they have learned.  The class 

views the Photostories on the 

last day of class.  In this way, 

the whole class can learn a 

variety about American culture 

from their classmates.  We are 

currently running the 
Conversation Partners’ 

Program between ESL and 

Spanish.  If you are interested 

in collaborating with ESL for a 

class project in a future 

semester, please contact Kelly 

Coronado at 
kcoronad@harpercollege.edu or 

Kathleen Reynolds at 

kreynold@harpercollege.edu. 

 

http://www.kiddieland.ch/
mailto:kcoronad@harpercollege.edu
mailto:kreynold@harpercollege.edu
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Photos from Professor 

Richard Johnson’s Travels  
Summer 2015 

        

  

After-school art class for neighborhood 

kids in Huaycán, Lima, Peru 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Concepción Volcano on Isla de 

Ometepe in Lake Nicaragua 
 

     Through this initiative with Harper College, Unearth the World will pilot an 

international program that will offer Harper students the opportunity to participate in 

social service projects in both Latin America and Africa. The objective of this 

collaboration is to foster global relationships for volunteers and international 

communities. The hope of this initiative is to incorporate service learning curricula in 

Harper College classrooms and provide international service learning projects to all 

students interested in studying abroad.  

     According to Kathryn Pisco, founder of Unearth the World, ―I could not be more 

excited about this innovative and exciting collaboration! The opportunity to work with 

Harper faculty and students will allow Unearth the World to maximize our impact while 

working closely with a world class academic institution.‖ 

   Dr. Richard Johnson traveled in August 2015 to three of Unearth the World’s Latin 

American partner organizations where he participated in all three service learning 

projects and documented the process.   

     The three projects included a Supplemental Education Program in Peru 

(http://www.lightandleadership.org/) run by the Light and Leadership Initiative (LLI).  

LLI works with women, children and teens in the Huaycan community on the outskirts 

of Lima to offer free afterschool and weekend education programs. Through free 

workshops and classes, children and teens learn the value of education and respect for 

one’s community. Women are empowered to better care for themselves and their families 

by improving both their physical and emotional well-being, as well as advancing their 

skills in the workforce.   In this project, students contribute directly and significantly to 

this mission, performing a variety of tasks from teaching English, Math, Science or Art, 

and actively participating in the new Youth Center. 

     Johnson visited two sites in Nicaragua: La Mariposa, Spanish school and Sustainable 

Tourism project (http://www.mariposaspanishschool.com/) in San Juan de la Concepcion.  

The mission of La Mariposa is to bring responsible tourism, jobs, and sustained income 

into the local community.  They also collaborate on various initiatives such as school 

libraries, a women’s cooperative, an organic farm, reforestation project, afterschool 

programming and a school working with children with disabilities. Visiting students 

spend their days working on a community project of their choice and engaging in 

Spanish classes led by professional teachers from the local community.  Current projects 

at La Mariposa include working with wildlife and animal rescue, a local afterschool 

program, a women’s cooperative bakery, or a reforestation project. 

     The Bona Fide educational organic farm (http://projectbonafide.com/) uses 

permaculture design and agroforestry to support the rural economy and environment on 

the Isle of Ometepe in Lake Nicaragua.  Permaculture is a design system that aims to 

create systems that are ecologically sound and economically viable. Bona Fide farm 

serves the local community through educational training opportunities, farm research 

and demonstration systems, seed banks/exchanges, living genetic tree ―banks‖ and pilot 

regenerative agriculture systems that are trialed on the properties of local partners. It 

also employs 25 local people who are essential to running the farm and are an important 

part of the community. The type of work visiting students engage in depends on the 

season and the particular needs of the farm. Typically, students might plant trees, 

harvest fruit/vegetables, work on the garden or in the nursery, build terraces, dig 

swales, weed the gardens, animal husbandry, organic fertilizing and pest control, build 

raised beds or water plants and natural building projects.  

     ―This unique initiative represents a leap forward in the capacity of Harper College to 

offer transformative education abroad opportunities for our students. The Office of 

International Education is eager to embrace this opportunity as a dynamic way to 

engage our students in meaningful service learning in an international setting,‖ says Dr. 

Richard Johnson. 

     Since fall semester, these programs are available to all Harper College students 

interested in participating in an integrated service learning education abroad program. 

Ultimately, the intended outcomes of this initiative are to provide Harper College 

students with the opportunity to explore and interact with other people from all over the 

world, and to foster mutually sustainable growth through community engagement 

projects.  Contact Richard Johnson for more information on any of these service learning 

projects.  

                             See photos and maps in the column on the left 

UNEARTH THE WORLD AND HARPER COLLEGE COLLABORATE ON 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICE LEARNING INITIATIVE 
  

http://www.lightandleadership.org/
http://www.mariposaspanishschool.com/
http://projectbonafide.com/
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~Spring 2016~ 
107 International Students 
at Harper College hail from 

26 different countries: 

 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Canada 

China 

Colombia 

Congo 

France 

India 

Israel 

Japan 

Jordan 

Korea 

Macedonia 

Moldova 

Mongolia 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Philippines 

Poland 

Qatar 

Sweden 

Syria 

Taiwan, R.O.C. 

Turkey 

Uganda 

Ukraine 

Going Global 
By Karl L. Buschmann, Adjunt Instructor, Business Administration 

 
 

As the campus internationalizes, the Business Administration 

department keeps pace and helps students and staff understand timely 

topics, such as globalization, China, and the world economy and the 

implications for your pocketbook, everyday life, and career.  

 

Ever wonder why the political, economic, and legal systems of nations 

differ?  Now, more than ever, you need to know. 

 

Are you a consumer?   Your electronic devices and apparel are more 

likely than not made in China.  Check the labels. 

 

Are you an investor?  The turmoil in the stock market in August and 

September originated in the worry about China’s slowing economy.  

 

Are you now [or aspiring to be] an employee of an American company 

that exports to China?   Chinese customers are buying less as the 

economy slows, driving sales down, and even jeopardizing your job.   

 

Unimaginable? Not anymore.  The world is economically interdependent 

like never before.  And, you need to understand the implications 

regardless of your academic studies or career pursuits.  

 

As Orville Schell, the expert on China at the Asia Society, says, ―One 

clear message…is how interconnected everything actually has become in 

our 21st-century world.  Financial markets, trade flows, pandemics and 

climate change all ineluctably tie us together.‖ 

 

Sign up for our classes:   

 

Global Business, MGT 165, will help you make sense of all this 

complexity.  It will also satisfy the World Cultures and Diversity 

graduation requirement.  [Planned for the spring 2016 semester, pending 

approval].   

International Finance, FIN 225, will help you understand Wall Street, 

money and banking, and the world economy.  And, why it matters for 

your personal wealth, the health of the US economy, and even your 

employability and career prospects. 

Sound interesting? Consult an academic advisor for details. 

 

 

 

`  
 



 

 

  

 Page Eight  

6th Annual 

International 

Education Summit 
 

Teaching Global 

Sustainability 

Friday, March 4
th

 

   8:30am – 3:00pm 

Wojcik Conference 

Center 

Audience: Students, faculty, 

staff, administrators, and 

community 

 
Historically, ―sustainability‖ 

has been defined as how 

biological systems endure 

and remain diverse and 

productive. In an 

interconnected world of 

increasingly limited 

resources, the scope of the 

term sustainability not only 

encompasses the 

environmental but also the 

social, economic, and cultural 

spheres. International 

Education presents a unique 

avenue to promote 

innovative and 

interdisciplinary approaches 

to teaching these vital 

subjects in their global 

context. 

Our keynote this year will be 

delivered by Anuradha 

Mittal, founder and 

executive director of the 

Oakland Institute. Anuradha 

Mittal is an internationally 

renowned expert on trade, 

development, human rights, 

and agriculture issues. 

Recipient of several awards, 

Anuradha Mittal was named 

as the Most Valuable 

Thinker in 2008 by the 

Nation magazine. The 

afternoon sessions will 

feature presentations by 

Harper faculty who 

incorporate sustainability 

issues in their courses. 
 

Harper College Study Abroad Survey 
Continued from page one 

 
I am interested in the following areas for my global experience 

through Harper College 
 

 
 

 

Length of the program 

 

 

 

Cost of the program (all expenses) 
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Global Refugee Crisis 

Panel Discussion 
 

Thursday, April 7
th

  

   12:30pm – 1:45pm 

Location: TBA 

 

Audience: Students, 

faculty, staff, administrators, and 

community members 
  

From Central America to 

North Africa, the Middle 

East to Southeast Asia, the 

world is currently 

experiencing the largest 

crisis of forced displacement 

since WWII. The Office of 

the U.N. High Commissioner 

for Refugees (UNHCR) 

estimated the total 

population of displaced 

people around the world in 

2014 at 60 million. The crisis 

is particularly severe for 

Syrians, where 11 million 

people have been displaced 

and more than 4 million 

forced to leave the country. 

Behind all the statements 

and statistics about 

refugees, asylum seekers, 

the internally displaced, and 

the stateless are real people 

with harrowing tales of 

suffering and loss, as well as 

hope and ambition. This 

symposium will serve as a 

platform to consider the 

crisis and plight of refugees 

and asylum seekers fleeing 

war and poverty from across 

the globe, including the 

response in Europe and the 

United States, where a 

firestorm of controversy has 

erupted over whether to 

continue to accept Syrian 

refugees after the deadly 

attacks in Paris. 
 

 

 

Harper College Faculty Member’s Experience 
By Kevin Long, Associate Professor, Director of Theatre 

 On such a full sea are we now afloat, 
And we must take the current when it serves, 

Or lose our ventures. 
–Julius Caesar, 4.2 

 

     From March 20 – 27, 2015, I created an international study component 

to my advanced acting class (THE213) and had the honor to take my 

students to London.   

     In the advanced acting class, I help students unlock the secret to 

performing Shakespeare’s work through the use of the First Folio of 1623. 

Using Shakespeare’s own methods, students learn how to interpret text and 

build a foundation for inspiring performances. This exhilarating process 

results in a production that is extremely tactile, visceral and accessible. The 

First Folio method is the foundation of Chicago Shakespeare Theater – 

where I also teach the technique.   

     With the rigorous performance schedule of the repertory system during 

Shakespeare’s day, there was no time to rehearse. Therefore, Shakespeare 

created a system that quickly and efficiently provided the actor with the 

entirety of the character by placing essential clues for the actors directly 

into the text! Unfortunately, since that time, many editors have removed 

this text and deleted important acting clues in the name of regularity. The 

First Folio is the most authentic manual available to Shakespearean actors 

today!  

     This course was then an experience-based exploration of the life and 

work of William Shakespeare from historical, textual, critical, and most 

importantly, performance perspectives.  In addition to 

lecture/discussion/performance-based work at Harper College, class 

experiences included site visits, workshops, guest lectures and live 

performances in London. 

     Highlights of our trip included professional acting training workshops 

(using folio technique) at The Globe Theatre and the Royal Shakespeare 

Company, The Tower of London, visiting Shakespeare’s Birthplace and 

Anne Hathaway’s Cottage, and seeing three productions: Beyond the 

Beautiful Forevers at The National Theatre, The Curious Incident of the Dog 

in the Nighttime at the Noel Coward theatre, and Death of a Salesman at 

The Royal Shakespeare company.   Words cannot adequately express how 

much this international study component meant to my students and to me.  

When you read about Shakespeare, his life, and his times, there is great 

value to be gleaned.  However, when you actually physically visit the 

locations that you read about, the experience is incredibly and deeply 

profound. This is thanks to the many opportunities that an international 

studies component added to a course can provide.   

Our class was capped off with an evening showcase performance titled, ―A 

Walk with Shakespeare.‖  We presented eight scenes, seven monologues, 

and the song ―Blow, Blow Thou Winter Wind.‖   We subtitled our evening, 

―Experience Shakespeare on Nature’s Stage.  We began in the black box 

theatre with a company song and several monologues.  Then, student 

docents lead our audience through the walk with Shakespeare in which they 

viewed several Shakespeare’s 5 scenes performed at various outdoor campus 

locations. We then finished with a scene back in the black box theatre.  

     My students and I had an unforgettable experience that developed 

theatre skills, advanced knowledge of Shakespeare and his times, and 

deepened their appreciation and understanding of Shakespeare’s plays 

through active participation and performance.  
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Office of International Education 
The Office of International Education serves as a resource to the college and 

surrounding communities to develop international awareness through 

collaborative programs that enhance knowledge of global dynamics, cultural 

diversity, and world issues. It is committed to educating students for leadership 

in an increasingly complex global society by offering a curriculum that ensures 

that all of our students have the knowledge and understanding of culture, 

language, geography, and global perspectives, necessary to succeed in a world 

marked by interdependence, diversity, and rapid change. The International 

Studies and Programs Committee is a part of the college’s shared governance 

system and serves in an advisory capacity to the Office of International 

Education.  

 

The LGBT Community Going 

Global 
 

 Mondays, April 18
th 

& 25
th

   

   3:30pm – 4:30pm 

   Location – J 152 

 

Audience: Students, faculty, and 

staff 

 
Dr. Monica Edwards of Harper’s 

Sociology Department will lead a 

two-part event that focuses on how 

global industrialization affects the 

LGBT community. This event will 

consist of an engaging film/lecture 

on April 18th, followed by a 

structured student centered 

discussion of the topic on April 25. 

Either event can be attended on its 

own or in conjunction with one 

another. 

 

 

 

Read Around the World: 

Faculty International Book 

Discussion Group 
 

 Friday, April  22
nd

    

   12:00pm – 2:00pm 

   Location – Academy Lounge 

 

Audience: Faculty, Staff, and 

administrators 

 

Dr. Brian Cremins will 

moderate a discussion of the 

graphic novel, Abina and the 

Important Men. 

 

 

 

A Note about International Students’ Club 

 
By Kelly Coronado, Instructor, ESL 

 

 

The International Students’ Club has also had a great 

school year!  We have been reaching out to traditional 

students at Harper through opening up the possibility of 

having a conversation partner with an international 

student.  Traditional students have also attended some of 

our events such as Speed Dating and volleyball in building 

M.  The officers set up a Halloween party with other clubs 

on campus, and this semester we are taking a trip to the 

Field Museum with Honors/PTK, Environmental Club, and 

Biology Club.  The purpose of International Students’ Club 

is to promote friendship and cultural understanding 

through fun interactive events.  We meet every Thursday 

from 3:30 – 4:30 in F-310.  If you would like to propose an 

event or activity with your students or club and the 

International Students’ Club, please contact me 

kcoronad@harpercollege.edu.  
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