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I hope your semesters are going well, 

and I apologize for the tardiness of 

this issue of Going Global! ISP had 

a busy and successful spring term, 

and we have been working hard to 

build on those successes this fall.   

 

Early last spring, the International 

Student Office and the ISP co-hosted 

the second annual “Develop Your 

World-International Education 

Summit.”  We hosted over 80 faculty 

and staff from 10 different colleges 

and universities.  Dr John Hudzik, 

NAFSA Senior Scholar for 

Internationalization, gave the 

keynote address, which was followed 

by a variety of individual sessions. 

ISP and ISO are working on the 

details of next year’s summit, which will 

focus on Study Abroad and Language 

Study.  

 

During the academic year 2011-2012, 

nearly 50 Harper students participated in 

study abroad experiences offered 

through our programs.  Students 

participated in both semester long study 

abroad programs, as well as short-term 

experiences. Through ICISP, students 

studied in Austria, Spain, and Ireland 

(see their articles below).  Over 40 

students traveled with Harper faculty on 

three of our own study abroad programs 

to China, France and Spain, and Costa 

Rica.   

 

Over the past year, ISP has collaborated 

continued on next page 

Going Global! 

   It’s with pleasure that I summarize the 

2011-2012 season of faculty book seminars 

fondly referred to as Read around the 

World. This program discusses four books a 

year and is sponsored by the Harper 

International Programs Committee.  Our 

first selection, last fall, began with Snow 

Country by Yasunari Kawabata moderated 

by Dr. Andrew Wilson of the Department of 

English.  The novel was written by a Nobel 

Prize winning Japanese author about a long 

term relationship between a Tokyo 

businessman and his geisha.   

   Our next featured book was selected and 

moderated by Prof. David Richmond of the 

Department of History, entitled: Confessions 

of an Economic Hit Man by a former CIA 

contractor, John Perkins.  This memoir drew 

a large audience interested in discussing the 

politics of American foreign policy.  

 In spring, we opened with a brand 

new release, The Unconquered: In Search of 

the Amazon’s Last Uncontacted Tribes 

written by National Geographic journalist, 

Scott Wallace moderated by Patricia 

Hamlen of the Department of Anthropology 

and Sociology.  This travel adventure story 

detailed the current program in place to 

preserve the indigenous tribes of Brazil. 
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Coordinator’s Corner (continued from page 1) 
IEW 2012 

Monday, October 29 

“Around the World in 85 

Days: Opportunities for Global 

Internships” 

Katharine Pionke, University 

of Michigan & Harper adjunct 

professor of English, 10–11 

am, A243 

Come hear JJ Pionke, 

Adjunct Professor at Harper 

and University of Michigan 

graduate student, talk about the 

process of getting a series of 

internships that took her 

literally around the world this 

past summer.  Learn strategies 

that could land you that dream 

internship. What does a global 

internship look like? How do 

you get one? Where could you 

go? Why would you want to 

experience a global internship? 

Learn more! 

 

Tuesday, October 30 

Human Rights Art 

Competition: view the winning 

submissions all week in 

Avanté 

Study Abroad Info Session: 

Greece and Turkey, 6–8 p.m., 

A243 

Send your students to find out 

more information about the 

two courses (ART 105 and 

HUM 115) participating in this 

study abroad experience.  

Education Under Fire, 

Film screening, 3–4 p.m., 

A243 
Filmed in nine cities with 

dozens of BIHE students and 

teachers, the film features 

footage and photos spanning 

two decades of BIHE classes, 

rare video from inside Tehran's 

notorious Evin Prison, and 

photos and a film that bring 

alive a series of personal 

stories.  The 30-minute 

documentary profiles the 

growth, struggle, and inspiring 

spirit of the Baha´i Institute for 

Higher Education. Baha´is 

(BIHE) in Iran have been 

subjected to systematic 

persecution, including arrests, 

torture, and execution simply 

for refusing to recant their 

beliefs. They are also 

prohibited from going to 

college and blocked from 

many professions. 

     Continued on Page three 

 

with a variety of Harper 

organizations, including the Human 

Service Program and Club, PTK, and 

the Sociology Department: Both the 

HSC and the Sociology Department 

co-sponsored films pertinent to 

international education, followed by 

discussion of the issues. On 

International Women’s Day, the 

Sociology Department and the ISP 

screened Iron Ladies of Liberia in 

honor of the “Iron Lady” having won 

the Nobel Peace Prize (along with 

two other women).  Furthermore, In 

other international events, PTK and 

the Sociology department held a 

roundtable discussion with faculty to 

discuss the G8 and NATO, their 

history and their current political, 

economic, and social import in the 

weeks leading up to the highly 

publicized NATO summit meetings 

in Chicago this summer. Given the 

success of these collaborative 

ventures, we hope to increase these 

co-sponsored events.  

 

As many of you know, last fall ISP 

commissioned three community 

college administrators and faculty 

with many years of experience in 

international education to conduct a 

series of campus interviews and 

produce a report outlining the 

strengths, weaknesses, and 

opportunities of Harper College’s 

internationalization efforts followed 

by recommendations. The team was 

asked to focus on three primary areas 

of concentration: 1) organizational 

structure/strategic planning 

(including external partnerships, both 

local and international, as 

appropriate); 2) study abroad and 

international students; 3) faculty 

development and curriculum 

infusion/campus programming.  The 

team consisted of Dr. Linda Gruber, 

former Coordinator of International 

Education at Kishwaukee College and 

Moraine Valley Community College 

and current board member of the 

Fulbright Association-Chicago 

Chapter; Dr. Tod Treat, Vice 

President of Student and Academic 

Services, Richland Community 

College; and team leader Dr. Zinta 

Konrad, former Director of 

International Education at College of 

DuPage.   

 

The final report was submitted to and 

vetted by the international committee. 

A report consisting of 

recommendations and an action plan 

based on the report has been 

presented to the Provost and the 

deans.  Colleen Tomanek and I are in 

the process of presenting the report 

and plan to chairs and coordinators.  

Keep your eyes peeled for one of our 

presentations.  If you’d like us to 

come speak to your department, just 

send me an email. 

 

Developing global perspectives 

among our students is a responsibility 

that all educators share.  It is not the 

exclusive domain of any single 

department or program. As educators, 

we all share the responsibility to help 

our students develop an 

understanding of the world as a single 

interdependent system comprised of 

many interacting parts. We hope you 

will join us in this exciting venture.  

 

Have a great rest of the semester,  

 

Rich 
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Study Abroad Thrives at Harper College 
 

Alexander Schaefer 
Salzburg, Austria 

Had the opportunity to talk to a 98 
year old man today who was the 
survivor of four concentration camps, 
including Auschwitz. He had so 
many amazing stories and ways of 
survival. I could never imagine 
having to deal with those 
circumstances. He was a very 
interesting man and looks to me like 
he will be alive another 50 years. 

 

Alexandria Ruleau 
Seville, Spain 

Granada, Cadiz, Gibraltar, and Morocco!  

   ¡Hola a todos! Sorry for the lack of 
blogging! Since I’ve written last, I’ve 
been to Granada, Cádiz, Gibraltar, 
and Morocco. I went to Granada with 
my program and it was an amazing 
experience. On our first day we went 
straight to La Alhambra, a 
palace/fortress. Not only was it 
beautiful, everything really appealed 
to me because I had been learning 
about it in my Art class.  
Later that day I explored the streets 
of Granada with friends. We shopped 
through tiny streets and bargained 
for better prices. In Granada it’s 
common to give free tapas with the 
purchase of a drink, so my friends 
and I relaxed and talked for hours 
over drinks and tapas. The next day 
my program took us to the Royal 
Chapel, where King Ferdinand and 
Isabella are buried. Unfortunately, no 
pictures were allowed but I tried to 
take some mental ones!  

   I headed to Cadiz for Carnaval 
about an hour after I had gotten back 
from Granada! I’m actually quite 

surprised my friends and I made our 
bus. Carnaval is a big party where 
everyone dresses up, similar to 
Halloween. I personally thought it 
was CRAZY there! I want to say that 
almost all of Spain went to Carnaval! 
There were times when we were 
stuck in a crowd of people for 20 
minutes! I saw some of the most 
creative and crazy costumes I had 
ever seen in my life. My outfit was 
probably considered boring 
compared to everyone else’s. My 
roommate and I bought matching 
masks in different colors—good thing 
because mine got ruined anyway! 
This weekend I traveled to a different 
CONTINENT! Some friends I booked 
a trip to Gibraltar and Morocco 
through a travel agency. I have never 
been anywhere like Gibraltar. I 
thought it was a unique city and had 
so many special things about it. “The 
Rock of Gibraltar” is a mountain with 
some crazy fauna…and by crazy I 
mean monkeys everywhere! Some of 
them were climbing on top of 
people’s heads! From the beaches of 
Gibraltar I was able to see Africa! It 
is still so amazing to me that I was 
on a different continent this past 
weekend.  

We took a ferry from Gibraltar to 
Africa, which only took about 45 
minutes. As soon as I was in the 
second city we visited in Morocco I 
definitely had culture shock. I knew 
traveling there that it was going to be 
a lot different from what I know, but I 
think actually SEEING everything is 
what shocked me. We passed 
through customs in Ceuta, and 
checked into our hotel In Tetuan. 
Most of the day was spent in 
Gibraltar and traveling so I didn’t see 
much of Morocco until the next day 
when we left for ChefCauen. We had 
an awesome tour guide who shared 

continued on page ten 

IEW 2012, continued 

 
Wednesday, October 31 

Human Rights Art Competition: 

view the winning submissions all 

week in Avanté 

 

Islam and Mathematics: A Story 

of Cooperation and Peace 

Pat McKeague 

9:30–11:45 a.m., D227 

 

Human Rights Expo 

10 am – 5 pm, A236 

Organizations and workshops: 

Light on the Hill for Africa 

(workshop 10 – 11 am) 

Light On the Hill for Africa is a non-

profit organization with a mission to 

"End Needless Poverty" through 

education and poverty-fighting 

initiatives. Sister schools Link Up 

Program is an innovative approach 

for virtual education classrooms 

creating global connections, 

distance-learning opportunities and 

rich cultural exchanges among 

students across the continental 

divides. Young students will be 

trained to be competent, socially 

responsible future global leaders 

who will make significant 

contributions to the marketplace and 

excel in our growing international 

environment. Participants will learn 

about each other’s countries, 

collaborate and create 

intercontinental teams addressing the 

global issues that inter-link them. In 

the workshop we will share about 

the History and Vision of Light On 

the Hill for Africa, the work we do, 

the travels and tours we are 

preparing for those who want to 

come and a see "Bana Kumuzi 

Kwithu.." .the children in my 

village.  

Invision Global Network 

(workshop 11 am – 12 

pm)“Glocalization: How We Impact 

the World” 

“Glocalization” is a term that 

originated in the late 80's by a 

Japanese economist referring to the 

"hybridization" of cultures, religions, 

languages, technologies, and 

economies from around the world.  

Essentially our planet is shrinking.  

The access that we have to 

information, transportation, human 

and natural resources has never been 

greater; consequently, the 

responsibility we have in the use of 

these resources has also greatly 

increased because of the heightened 

consequences of how we use or 

abuse them.  So, how do we respond 

to this ever-shrinking world? What 

are our responsibilities? 
          Continued on Page Six 

While many students have studied abroad this year, they haven’t ever truly been far away. Thanks to 
the use of technology, such as Facebook and Tumblr, students are able to keep in touch with us 
while abroad via blogs and status updates. Below please find posts from students in Salzburg, Austria 
as well as Seville, Spain that allow us to live vicariously through their travels. Enjoy!! ~Colleen 
Tomanek, Study Abroad Coordinator 

http://alexandriaroseru.tumblr.com/post/18352590068/granada-cadiz-gibraltar-and-morocco
http://alexandriaroseru.tumblr.com/post/18352590068/granada-cadiz-gibraltar-and-morocco
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   There are four principal 

Fulbright programs:  

 

   The Fulbright US Scholar 

Program sends approximately 

1,100 American scholars and 

professionals per year to 

approximately 125 countries, 

where they lecture and/or conduct 

research in a wide variety of 

academic and professional fields. 

 

   The Fulbright Specialist 

Program, a short-term 

complement to the core Fulbright 

Scholar Program, sends U.S. 

faculty and professionals to serve 

as expert consultants on 

curriculum, faculty development, 

institutional planning and related 

subjects at overseas academic 

institutions for a period of 2 to 6 

weeks. 

 

   The Fulbright Visiting Scholar 

Program provides grants to 

approximately 850 foreign 

scholars from over 95 countries to 

lecture and/or conduct 

postdoctoral research at U.S. 

institutions for an academic 

semester to a full academic year. 

 

   The Fulbright Scholar-In-

Residence (SIR) Program 
enables U.S. colleges and 
universities to host foreign 

academics to lecture on a wide 

range of subject fields for a 

semester or academic year. 

Preference is given to institutions 

developing an international agenda 

and/or serving a minority 

audience, including Historically 

Black Colleges and Universities, 

Hispanic Serving Institutions, 

Tribal Colleges, small liberal arts 

colleges and community colleges. 

Approximately 50 grants are 

awarded annually. 
 

Continued on page five 

 

 

 

Fulbright Programs Available 

 

 

 

 

Human Rights Art Contest 
The International Studies and Programming Committee is pleased to 

announce it is hosting a college-wide art competition based on the theme of 

human rights, with the winning pieces displayed on campus during 

International Education Week, October 29 – November 1.   

 

The contest is open to all students, faculty, and staff of Harper College.  You 

do not need to be an art student or artist to apply.  

 

Original artworks can be in any two-dimensional medium (drawing, painting, 

photography, collage, etc., but no sculpture, please) and must be 16” x 20” or 

smaller.  Artists submitting work should include a short paragraph explaining 

how their piece addresses the theme of human rights or a human-rights issue.  

These statements will accompany the winning displays. 

 

Don’t miss this exciting opportunity to get your artwork noticed by the Harper 

Community and be sure to share this news with others that might be 

interested!  Submissions are due Friday, October 12, 2012, and can be 

dropped off in room C217.  For more information, please contact Karen 

Patterson at kpatters@harpercollege.edu 

 

Filmmaker Robert Adanto to Visit Harper College 
As part of International Education Week 2012, this fall Harper College will 

bring Los Angeles-based documentary filmmaker Robert Adanto to campus.  

Adanto has previously shown his feature-length films The Rising Tide and 

Pearls on the Ocean Floor at numerous film festivals, major art museums, 

and art fairs worldwide, including the United Kingdom's China Now! 

Festival, the Glasgow International Film Festival, the Los Angeles County 

Museum of Art, the National Center for Contemporary Art in Moscow, the 

Museum of Contemporary Photography in Chicago, and Art Basil.  

Adanto’s debut feature-length film, The Rising Tide (2008), filmed in China  

in the summer of 2006, explores the “rising tide” of contemporary Chinese art 

and the current market obsession with Chinese art in the face of China’s 

explosive economic growth, rapid societal change, and post-Mao reforms.  

Adanto interviews internationally-recognized, avant-garde Chinese video 

artists and photographers, who (recent events notwithstanding) have been 

permitted increasing freedom of expression in the New China. Pearls on the 

Ocean Floor (2010) gives voice to contemporary female Iranian artists living 

both within Iran and in the Iranian diaspora. These women explode Western 

stereotypes of Muslim women while revealing their creativity and strength 

(despite the Islamic regime that so often oppresses women) through candid 

interviews on gender and identity and through their often-breathtaking art. 

 

During International Education Week, Adanto will screen his films, host Q 

and A sessions, and speak with classes. Screenings will take place on 

Wednesday, October 31, at 12:30 and on Thursday, November 1, at 6:00 pm 

in E108.  These events are free and open to all students, faculty, staff, and 

community members and all classes are welcome. 

International Education Week this Fall  
By Karen Patterson 
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   In addition to these programs, 

a portion of the Fulbright 

Program appropriates funding 

to the US Department of 

Education to administer the 

Fulbright-Hays Program 
grants.  These grants are 

awarded to individual K-14 pre-

teachers, teachers and 

administrators, pre-doctoral 

students and post-doctoral 

faculty, as well as to US 

institutions and organizations. 

Funding supports research and 

training efforts overseas, which 

focus on non-Western foreign 

languages and area studies.  

There are essentially three types 

of programs:  

 

Faculty research programs 

encourage faculty to propose 

research projects abroad in 

modern foreign languages and 

area studies to improve their 

skill in languages and their 

knowledge of the culture of the 

people of these countries. 

 

Group Projects provide grants 

to support overseas projects in 

training, research, and 

curriculum development in 

modern foreign languages and 

area studies for teachers, 

students, and faculty engaged in 

a common endeavor. Projects 

may include short-term 

seminars, curriculum 

development, group research or 

study, or advanced intensive 

language programs. 

 

And finally, Special and 

Bilateral Programs abroad 

provide short-term study and 
travel seminars abroad for U.S. 

educators in the social sciences 

and humanities for the purpose 

of improving their 

understanding and knowledge 

of the peoples and cultures of 

other countries. 

 

For more information on these 

and other Fulbright 

opportunities, contact Rich 

Johnson, Fulbright Campus 

Representative, at 

rjohnson@harpercollege.edu or 

on extension 6429. 

Internationalization Report  
By Richard Johnson 
 

 
 

 

In the fall semester 2011, ISP commissioned three community college 

administrators and faculty with many years of experience in international 

education to conduct a series of campus interviews and produce a report 

outlining the strengths, weaknesses, and opportunities of Harper College’s 

internationalization efforts followed by recommendations. The team was 

asked to focus on three primary areas of concentration:  1) organizational 

structure/strategic planning (including external partnerships, both local and 

international, as appropriate) 2) study abroad and international students 3)  

faculty development and curriculum infusion/campus programming.     

 

The team was put together by Dr. Richard F. Johnson, Coordinator of 

International Studies and Programs, and Assoc. Provost Joan Kindle and 

consisted of Dr. Linda Gruber, former Coordinator of International 

Education at Kishwaukee College and Moraine Valley Community College 

and current board member of the Fulbright Association-Chicago Chapter;  

Mr. John Halder, immediate past President of Community Colleges for 

International Development, Inc; and team leader Dr. Zinta Konrad, former 

Director of International Education at College of DuPage.   

 

The final report has been submitted to and vetted by the international 

committee. A report consisting of recommendations and an action plan based 

on the report is in preparation to be submitted to the Provost.  

 

 

mailto:rjohnson@harpercollege.edu
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World Bicycle Relief (workshop 12 – 

1 pm) 

“Riding to Independence: Improving 

Access Through the Power of 

Bicycles." 

World Bicycle Relief is a non-profit 

dedicated to improving access to 

independence and livelihood in 

developing countries through the 

distribution of specially designed 

bicycles.  In this workshop, we will 

provide a brief overview of the history 

of the organization, as well as a 

description of our model for bicycle 

production, distribution, and 

maintenance, and a review of our 

current work and impact in sub-

Saharan Africa. 

Light and Leadership Initiative 
(workshop 1 – 2 pm) 

“Making an Impact on a shantytown in 

Peru: Getting Involved with the Light 

and Leadership Initiative” 

 

If you have ever questioned how a 

college student like yourself can impact 

a shantytown in Peru, you will want to 

attend this workshop. If you haven't 

ever questioned that, you might want to 

think about it.  The Light and 

Leadership Initiative (LLI) was started 

because of the internship of one college 

student.  That student left the internship 

with a clear plan to return to Peru and 

offer educational services to 

impverished women and children in 

Huaycan, a desert shantytown right 

outside of Lima. LLI has opportunities 

both in the US and in Huaycan for you 

to grow and challenge yourself while 

providing life changing educational 

opportunities for LLI participants and 

having the time of your life. If you like, 

visit our website at: 

http://www.lightandleadership.org/ and 

bring your questions to the workshop! 

Stop it: Initiative Against Human 

Trafficking (workshop 2 – 3 pm) 

The Salvation Army Family and 

Community Services 

(no description of workshop yet)  

Refugee & Immigrant Community 

Services Heartland Alliance 

(workshop 3 – 4 pm) 

“Human Rights in Context: The 

Refugee Journey” 

This workshop will focus on human 

rights in the context of refugee 

resettlement. It will focus on the work 

at Heartland Alliance's Refugee & 

Immigrant Community Services, as 

well as the refugee situation abroad.  

Amigos de las Americas (no 

workshop) 

 
Continued on Page Ten 

 
The Life-Changing Experience of Study Abroad 

By Colleen Tomanek, Study Abroad Advisor 

     

As the fall semester approaches, students on the verge of studying abroad might be pondering what 

their upcoming experience will consist of. What types of courses will their schedules include? What 

challenges will they face? Will they live with families, other students, or both? Will they be required 

to speak only in the language of their host country, or will they be able to get by in English? Will 

they be able to travel to other countries while abroad?  

 

Despite the many challenges that study abroad poses, nearly all students find the experience life-

changing in many ways. Jennifer Fill of Harper College, for example, studied abroad in Carlow, 

Ireland, during the spring 2012 semester on the Benjamin A. Gilman International Scholarship. 

When Jennifer Fill decided to study abroad, she had never been outside of the United States. While 

in Ireland, Jennifer completed courses that fulfilled requirements for her Associates in Arts degree 

that were intended for transfer to a four-year institution of her choice. In addition, due to her 

experience, Jennifer grew in ways she never expected. 

 

“My experience abroad was exhilarating, slightly scary, and ultimately rewarding. I had the 

opportunity to meet interesting people and try things I never imagined I would. At the end of my 

journey, I gained a new sense of freedom and independence as well as a deeper understanding of 

different cultures,” said Jennifer about studying abroad. 

 

Jennifer attended classes at Carlow College in Ireland and studied Irish culture, among other courses. 

She lived in privately owned and operated residential housing facilities. Jennifer’s scholarship 

program covered housing, instructional costs, course related field trips, and health insurance; 

Jennifer paid for airfare on her own. As a result, Jennifer was able to participate in local field trips on 

a weekly basis with her classmates during the semester-long program. 

 

“During the semester, my study abroad cohort went on a series of weekly fieldtrips. One week we 

traveled to Glendalough, a national park that was previously the grounds of an ancient monastery. 

We hiked up a nearby mountain and came across waterfalls and a high cross that is believed to make 

wishes come true if you’re able to wrap your arms completely around it. Once we reached the peak 

we took a moment to reflect while gazing out at the lake below and mountaintops across the way.” 

 

Jennifer was also able to travel to other countries while studying in Ireland, which greatly impacted 

her experience. 

 

“During spring break, I traveled to Holland and stayed at the home of a Dutch study-abroad student 

whom I had met in Ireland. The next week we took a bus from Holland to Paris. We visited the 

Louvre, went on a relaxing cruise down the Seine River, and then headed to the Eiffel tower. By the 

time we reached the top, the sun had begun to set, and we were rewarded with a breathtaking view of 

the city. Watching Paris light up at night was one of the most spectacular sights I have ever 

witnessed.” 

 

Studying abroad provides students with a newfound sense of identity and independence. In 

Jennifer’s case, she learned how to navigate the world outside of the United States, which most study 

abroad students learn during their experiences. In the months to come, we will hear more from 

students who have studied abroad, as well as learn about what the parents of study abroad students 

think about the experience. In the meantime, best wishes to you this fall in making the most of your 

international experiences. 

http://www.lightandleadership.org/
http://www.iie.org/gilman


 
  

Page Seven 

Study Abroad in Ireland 
 ~Fall 2012~ 

International Students at 
Harper College hail from 29 

different countries: 

 

Albania 

Belarus 

Bolivia 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

Burma 

China 

Greece 

Hong Kong 

India 

Israel 

Japan 

Jordan 

Korea 

Malaysia 

Mexico 

Mongolia 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Paraguay 

Philippines 

Poland 

Romania 

Russia 

Taiwan 

Turkey 

United Kingdom 

Vietnam 

Yemen 
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Leaving on a Jet Plane!  
Parent, Jeanne Ruleau, shares her experience 
                                       with study abroad    
         
   

 

Review of 

International 

Education Week 

(IEW) 2011 
 

 

We hosted 17 events 

attracting approximately 750 

attendees including two 

events at the Northeast 

Center location.  Our theme, 

Connecting Globally: 

Community, Creativity, and 

Collaboration, featured 

guest presenters Purpura 

Plastiska from Mexico.  This 

group which uniquely 

utilizes art as a therapeutic 

outlet made 11 class visits 

across various disciplines 

(Spanish, Human Services, 

and Psychology) and visited 

with Harper Non-Native 

Literacy students at the 

Palatine Opportunity Center 

and the Northeast Center, 

which also included a 

collaboration with a school 

district youth program. 

 

Our closing event combined 

with Harper’s Deafest 

brought Gallaudet 

University Scholar Abbas 

Behmanesh to campus.  Dr. 

Behmanesh also participated 

in the first ever International 

Sign Language Fair in which 

over 90 students and 

community members were 

able to learn 8 different sign 

languages from members of 

the local international deaf 

community.   

Six different faculty and 

staff presented or performed 

events during the week. In 

addition, three different 

clubs held events as part of 

the week and student 

religious based clubs helped 

to organize an interfaith 

panel discussion. 
 

It would be a toss-up to determine who was more excited about my daughters study 

abroad experience in Spain, my daughter or I.  Like a broken record, I had coached 

my daughter, Alexandria to take advantage of this chapter of her life to the fullest 

and to see the world before jobs, marriage and children consumed every moment of 

her life. I was delighted when she committed to spend a semester in Sevilla, 

Spain….roughly the cost of one semester at NIU. Since this was her first time away 

from home, I missed her desperately but found that I was so excited about her 

adventure it was a positive experience, at times I was living vicariously!   

Alexandria spent four months in Sevilla, Spain and was living with a wonderful 

host family.  The compassion, concern and attention they provided to her were 

equal to none and her daily lifestyle was superior to her own home environment.  

As my daughter commented, the Spanish philosophy on life is you work to live 

rather than the American philosophy of living to work. Definitely a lesson on 

finding a life and work balance!  Living in another country is a priceless education 

through exposure to different cultures, thoughts, views, ways of life and currency.  

My daughter, an excellent money manager prior to her study abroad experience, 

has truly become a master of her funds.  She spent her money wisely and learned to 

surf the net to obtain travel bargains.  Not only did she travel to numerous Spanish 

cities, she also traveled to Africa, Italy and France.  Comfort in other countries 

armed with the knowledge of transport, will definitely be a skill needed in our 

global world.  Her experiences have given her the skills to handle anything that she 

may be faced with in the years to come, a result of living in another country, 

speaking another language, functioning as a young adult all with the security of 

having a host family’s concern and care in the background.  When I tearfully kissed 

my young adult daughter good bye, I told her that I was leaving my baby girl and 

would greet a sophisticated, worldly young woman upon her return. And that is 

exactly what happened.  My daughter has matured and grown in such a few short 

months due to her study abroad experiences.  The balance of her college years will 

be more fruitful due to her experiences and maturity. This opportunity to see the 

world at such a young age will forever alter her life.    Alexandria enjoyed her time 

so much; she did not want to return home and has promised she will return to Spain 

in the future. My daughter has the world in her hands and your children can 

too….take advantage of the Study abroad programs, the experiences and rewards 

are priceless! 
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Infuse this! International 
Education Curriculum 
Development Workshops 
 
Developing global perspectives 
among our students is a 
responsibility that all educators 
share.  It is not the exclusive 
domain of any single 
department or program. As 
educators, we all share the 
responsibility to help our 
students develop an 
understanding of the world as 
a single interdependent system 
comprised of many interacting 
parts. The curriculum is at the 
center of any attempt to 
internationalize education and 
our students. This year we 
introduced a new series of 
curriculum development 
workshops aimed at bringing 
the experiences and 
knowledge of our faculty and 
other professionals who have 
studied, conducted research, 
and/or traveled abroad to our 
faculty and staff in order to 
promote greater infusion of 
global education in the Harper 
College curricula.  We ran two 
successful workshops, one in 
the fall and one in the spring 
semester. In the fall, Pat 
Hamlen, Department of 
Anthropology, presented a 
workshop entitled, “Land of the 
Future or of the Present? 
Integrating a Historical 
Perspective on Brazil in the 
Classroom.”  She spoke about 
her experience as a Fulbright-
Hays scholar in Brazil during 
the summer of 2011. In the 
spring semester, Richard 
Middleton-Kaplan, Department 
of English, presented a 
workshop entitled, “Teaching 
Human Rights: Engaging 
Students at Home and 
Abroad.”  He spoke about his 
experiences as a visiting 
scholar at the Center for 
Human Rights at the University 
of York in the United Kingdom.   

 

 

Develop Your World 
Second Annual International Education Summit at Harper 

 
 

   Richard Johnson and Jill Izumikawa collaborated again to focus on 
internationalization in higher education. The focus of this year’s summit was 
curriculum infusion.  Noted internationalization expert, Dr. John Hudzik from 
Michigan State University, opened the summit with a keynote presentation. He 
engaged the faculty and staff toprovide the connection between the imperative to 
internationalize our campuses with the state of the interdependent world in which 
we live.  
 
   The day continued with four presenters who shared their expertise in curriculum 
infusion in breakout sessions. Dr. Hilary Kahn, Director of the Center for the 
Study of Global Change at Indiana University spoke about educating students 
toward not only global engagement but also toward fostering a commitment to 
such engagement and learning. Mr. Christopher Deegan, Director of Study 
Abroad at the University of Illinois-Chicago, talked about facilitating results from 
curriculum development and its implementation. The final two presenters shared 
their expertise in specific regions of the world and how to infuse geographic 
regions into the college curriculum. Professor Jeffrey Rice, from the department 
of History and the Program of African Studies at Northwestern University, shared 
his expertise about the continent of Africa. Professor Trude Jacobsen, Assistant 
Director at the Center for Southeast Asian Studies and member of the 
department of History at Northern Illinois University, presented her experience 
with curriculum infusion and the countries of Southeast Asia. 
 
   In the middle of the event, all participants and presenters gathered to enjoy 
international foods and one-on-one engagement with each other. The relaxed 
environment allowed the learning to continue and new contacts to be made. 
 
   Please reserve Friday, March 8, 2013 for the third annual summit, Develop 
Your World. The focus is language for 2013. Details to follow. 

International Student Coordinator, Jill Izumikawa; 
Keynote Speaker, Dr. John Hudzik; and International 
Programs Coordinator, Dr. Richard Johnson 
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     International Studies and Programs  
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      rjohnson@harpercollege.edu 
      847-925-6429 
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Our final offering was selected and 

moderated by Prof. Kris Piepenburg of the 

Department of English called Last Man in Tower.  

Author, Aravind Adiga, winner of the Man 

Booker Prize, wrote a compassionate explosive 

novel detailing the complexities of urban life in 

India, where caste membership is still a pervasive 

element of social life.  

 

2012-2013 Selections 
As we look forward to our next season, I 

am pleased to announce that we will be reading:  

The Buddha in the Attic by Julie Otsuka, a 

national book award finalist.  As we focus on the 

theme of social justice this season, this selection 

is a novel written in the perspective of Japanese 

“picture brides” who immigrate to the United 

States and are later interned, with their families, 

in camps during World War II.  Prof. Tom 

DePalma has agreed to moderate this selection 

with us.  

Please consider joining us this fall as we begin 

another season exploring the world we live in as 

a member of Read around the World. 

 

 

interesting information with all of this. I 
loved the colors of the city—so many 
gorgeous blues!  

After touring the city, we were allowed 
free time to browse some of the shops. 
Except for a few things, fixed prices are 
nonexistent in Morocco and bargaining 
is a part of their culture. I bought a 
beautiful (cheap) pink bracelet for less 
than 2E! The next city we visited was 
Tatuan. In Tatuen we ate lunch and 
explored the city. It wasn’t until I was in 
this city when I realized how lucky I am. 
How privileged I am to be a part of a 
culture where I have endless 
opportunities and can make any choice I 
would like to.  

Leaving Tatuen I had bought a few more 
things: two small leather handbags and 
another bracelet for 6E! We were 
provided an awesome dinner that night 
at our hotel. People, music and belly 
dancers performed throughout our 
dinner. At first I was nervous to try the 
food, but I enjoyed all of it!  

Although I was having an awesome time 
learning and experiencing this new 
culture, I was REALLY excited for our 
last day because that is when we had 
our camel ride! I had my friends take as 
many pictures as they could on Sabrina 
:-) (my camel’s name!) I never would 
have guessed that one day I would be in 
Northern Africa riding a camel. Along 
with seeing all these new places, I 
couldn’t have asked for better company. 
My roommate and I, Elena, had a case 
of the giggles almost every bus ride. :-) 

¡Hasta luego! 

 

Read Around the World, continued 

Study Abroad Blogs  (continued from page 3) 

About Harper’s International Studies and Programs Committee (ISPC) 
The ISPC is committed to educating students for leadership in an increasingly 

complex global society. The programs and services provided enrich faculty, 

staff, and the Harper College community. The committee serves as a resource 

to the College and surrounding communities to celebrate the many 

contributions of the world's cultures and traditions, and will foster the 

continuing global education of its citizenry. The ISPC is a Programmatic 

Committee of the Harper College Shared Governance structure.  

 

 

IEW 2012, continued 

Robert Adanto’s Pearls on the Ocean 

Floor 

Film Screening and Q & A Session 

12:30–2:20 p.m., E108 

See full description on Page Four 

 

4 Months, 3 Weeks, and 2 Days 

Film Screening and Panel Discussion 

6–8 p.m., A243 

 

Thursday, November 1 

Human Rights Art Competition: 

view the winning submissions all week 

in Avanté 

 

Family Planning in Developing 

Countries 

Honors Geography Presentations 

11 a.m.–12:15 p.m., J257 

 

Germanfest 

Noon–1 p.m., A236 

 

Study Abroad Made Easy 

Noon–1 p.m., A243 

 

Robert Adanto’s The Rising Tide 

Film Screening and Q&A Session 

6–8 p.m., E106 

See movie description on Page Four 

 

Around the World Sign Language 

Fair 

7–9 p.m., A236 

 

Friday, November 2 

Human Rights Art Competition: 

view the winning submissions all week 

in Avanté 

 

Developing Countries: Situation of 

the Deaf in Francophone 

West and Central Africa 

Megan Youngs, World Federation of the 

Deaf 

7–10 p.m., J Theater 

 


