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   Each of my students in my Spanish 

102 had an ESL conversation partner 

with whom they met once a week for 

two months. Each Thursday I gave my 

Spanish students a topic and 

approximately 10 questions in Spanish 

to facilitate discussion about the topic. 

The themes were arranged to 

correspond with current curriculum 

(vocabulary and grammar). The 

conversation partners were directed to 

speak only in English when meeting 

with their partner. In this manner, the 

ESL students were working towards 

their goal of improving oral 

proficiency in English.  

After meeting, my students had to 

answer in writing all of the 

questions in Spanish organizing 

their responses into logical 

paragraphs creating a one to two 

page composition. The Spanish 

students were able to practice 

vocabulary in context, learn from 

grammatical errors, and monitor 

their progress as they were able to 

consult formerly written 

compositions and reflect upon their 

errors. Then students were asked to 

create a portfolio of their experience 

with their international conversation 

partner. The final composition 

which was added to the portfolio 

consisted of reflections about the 

continued on next page 

Going Global! 

I’ve always been fascinated by the 

intersections between different countries and 

cultures, and this semester I was gratified to 

find that this topic interests my students, 

too.  In ESL Listening/Speaking class, 

students produced a digital story with maps, 

photos and written and spoken text on the 

topic of migration; the story could either be 

personal (themselves or someone they 

know) or social (the story of a group of 

migrants).  The narratives produced were 

impressive and varied.  Students explored, 

and educated their classmates about, groups 

like Japanese-Peruvians and migrant 

workers from Pakistan in the Gulf States.  A 

Saudi student related the history of Mexican 

immigration to the US.  Students shared the 

migration stories of their parents, in-laws, 

and siblings, and of course their own powerful 

narratives, like the student who fled Iraq and 

received asylum in Syria, only to have to flee 

again.  She hopes the US will be her last stop.  We 

used Microsoft Photostory to create the projects, 

for ease of use and availability in our Language 

Lab, but there are many free online digital 

storytelling tools (a good compilation of these is 

found here:  

 

http://digitalstorytelling.coe.uh.edu/ 
 

Sharing the stories—in class or by providing an 

online way for students to comment on each 

other’s work—was the best part, giving rise to 

excellent discussion on more intersecting themes 

like globalization, economics, and war. 
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Cultural Exchange of Knowledge (continued from page 1) 
African Lecture Series 
 

Urban Growth and 

Development in East 

Africa: Kampala and 

Kigali 

 

Tuesday, February 10
th

  

   1:00pm – 2:15pm 

   Location – A243 

 

Presenter:  

Dr. James Gramlich, 

Department of 

Sociology 
 

Audience: Harper 

students, faculty, staff, 

and community 
 

Description:  

The presentation will 

examine urbanization in 

post-colonial East Africa 

and the current state of both 

capital cities including the 

issues facing urban planners. 

There will be a focus on the 

historical, political, and 

economic forces shaping the 

growth and development of 

both cities to this point as 

well as the plans for both 

moving forward. Whenever 

possible, comparisons with 

urban development in other 

contexts will be utilized. 

 
 

 

experience and what they had learned 

from their partners that they did not 

previously know about that country 

and its culture.  

Topics discussed with their 

conversation partners included: 

families, languages spoken, physical 

and personality descriptions, weather, 

seasons, favorite activities, costs 

involved, things that bore, bother, 

fascinate, and interest them, 

impressions of life in the U.S., sports, 

TV and movie stars in both countries, 

other countries visited, instruments 

played, goals, getting a driver’s 

license, national dishes, favorite foods, 

a recipe, popular beverages, cooking 

versus going out to eat, who prepares 

the food, governments, politics, voting, 

campaigning, holidays and 

celebrations, well-being, health 

services, prescriptions, pharmacies, 

and insurance coverage.  

Students chose the most relevant parts 

of each composition to include in a 

final comprehensive composition 

which included a picture with their 

international partner, pictures of their 

families if they were shared, and 

pictures the Spanish students were 

asked to find online of the home town 

or city and favorite foods, activities 

and people of note in the international 

student’s country of origin. 

Videoclips were encouraged. These 

portfolios were then published on 

Powtoon, a free website, to create a 

magazine which was then shared 

with the class as each student 

presented the portfolio in Spanish.  

All students were able to learn about 

each culture through this sharing.  

Excerpts translated into English 

from my students’ final 

composition: 

―The experience with my 

conversation partner was very 

interesting. It felt good to make a 

new friend and help someone with 

English. Also I have knowledge of 

another country and culture now. 

It’s very rewarding.‖  Kayla 

Goodyear 

―Lili is the first person with whom I 

have spoken from another country. 

Lili is a new friend of mine. We are 

going to continue communicating 

and sending emails. It’s important to 

know people from other countries 

because we learn how they live. We 

learn from each other. 

Understanding cultures and religion 

can help to reduce problems.‖ Nick 

Piszczek 
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Cultural Enrichment through Sharing Food, Festivals, and Film 

Most of the time you will hear Spanish 

being used by me and my students in 

all levels of my classes, but I make an 

exception for discussion and sharing of 

holidays and festivals. I discovered that 

students benefited more on several 

levels from sharing in English about 

what and how they celebrate in the 

countries where they were born. In this 

way, they feel that their experiences 

are valued and they engage each other. 

I was telling students about the 

Carnaval celebration when Jaswinder 

added a description of a parallel 

celebration in India, Rebecca told us 

about the celebration in Italy, and 

Thassia described theirs in Brazil. My 

other students take a real interest and 

ask them questions. These discussions 

lead to comparisons between the U.S. 

and the other countries in regards to 

food, schools, and social customs. 

While we can assign students to 

research another culture on the 

Internet, short of traveling to other 

countries, having students of varied 

ethnic backgrounds share information 

with each other in class is the best way 

to promote genuine learning and 

understanding.  

I also have students prepare a typical 

dish from their own background. Often 

family members become involved in 

the preparation. For example: Kyle’s 

mom made krumkake and kringla, 

Norwegian cookies; Jasleen and her 

aunt made pakode and samosa, Indian 

appetizers and raas malai, an Indian 

dessert, Dae Sung made hodu gwaja, a 

Korean snack and brought in Korean 

flavored milk beverages, Agnieszka, 

Maciej, and Piotr made Polish treats, 

etc. While we enjoy the international 

food, students converse about when 

that food is eaten, eating habits, and 

hours. 

Each level of my Spanish classes 

views films from Spain, Mexico and 

Colombia. Watching the films in 

Spanish helps students improve their 

listening skills, while writing about 

them and then discussing them with 

their classmates, aids with 

increasing their proficiency with the 

language while another benefit is 

the discussions about history, war, 

politics, society, morals and the 

family unit in other countries.  

Each semester I take my students on 

field trips to experience 

international flavor and culture 

through dance, music, art, and 

cuisine. Students have seen folkloric 

ballets, mariachi performances, 

Mexican art and Day of the Dead 

exhibits, taken flamenco and tango 

lessons and sampled varied 

authentic cuisines. I always have 

students write a reflection paper 

about what they have learned.  

Here are some of the comments 

from a few of my students: 

―I enjoyed going to the National 

Museum of Mexican Art to view the 

Day of the Dead exhibit. I thought 

that the tour was a great way to see 

all of the artwork. It is a much more 

captivating experience to see works 

of art in person, especially displays 

that are this large.‖ Alexandra 

Kleiner 

―After experiencing the National 

Museum of Mexican Art, I can say 

that it is most definitely worth 

experiencing it in person rather than 

staring at a photograph. I felt the 

experience was refreshing and 

educational. It was definitely worth 

the trip!‖ Karlie Bless 

 
The International Students’ 

Club and the Conversation Café 
by Alice Roberts, Associate Professor 

of ESL and Linguistics 

 

The International 

Students’ Club is open to all 

Harper College students. Through 

our many cultural learning 

experiences and activities, we 

promote friendship based on 

mutual understanding and respect 

among all students. During annual 

trips to Chicago and Springfield, 

International Students’ Club 

members become further 

immersed in the history and 

culture of Illinois.  

The Conversation Café, a 

part of the International Students’ 

Club, offers native and non-native 

speakers of English opportunities 

to participate in activities 

designed to promote cultural 

awareness and communication 

skills. During the one-hour 

sessions (3:30-4:40 Thursday 

afternoons in F-312), participants 

become acquainted through such 

activities as conversation groups, 

games, volleyball tournaments, 

and parties.  Frequently students 

exchange information about their 

home countries via power point 

presentations, artifacts, and food.  

Students also learn more about 

Harper College by going on an 

informational scavenger hunt, 

welcoming guest speakers, and 

touring other departments such as 

the Performing Arts Center and 

Health and Psychological 

Services.  

The Conversation Café 

owes much of its success to the 

dedication of its officers and 

participation of the 

ESL/Linguistics faculty and 

advisors.  We encourage you to 

invite all Harper College students 

to become involved in our global 

village by coming to F312 on 

Thursday afternoons.  Faculty 

may also contact Alice Roberts: 

aroberts@harpercollege.edu  

 
 

By Linda M. Schumacher, Instructor of Spanish 

mailto:aroberts@harpercollege.edu
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Awards for Fashion Design 
By Beata Kania, Fashion Department 

 
   Two of our Fashion Design 
students recently won an 
International Embroidery 
Competition called Hand & Lock 
which is a prestigious 
competition coming from 
London.  Myra Chung and Meta 
McKinney took 1st and second. 
They were chosen out of 1200 
applicants worldwide. The 
finalists were narrowed down to 
6, two of them from Harper, 
which is a huge achievement. 
Myra Chung took First place and 
won $5000.00 plus $10,000 in 
software for Harper College. 
Meta McKinney took Second 
place and went to London in 
early November to accept her 
award.   There was a great deal 
of research involved with this 
event and our students have 
excelled. Hand and Lock 
Competition is sponsored by one 
of only three existing Couture 
Embroidery Houses in Britain. It 
was established in 1767, 
providing embroidery services 
to top designers and British 
Royalty. 
 

 

 
One example of Ms. Chung’s work. 

 

 

 

    
 During the Fall-2014 semester, 119 Harper College students, enrolled in 

Psychology 101 completed a critical thinking assignment to evaluate one of the 

course’s assessment goals:  

 

Valuing/Attitudes: 
1. Identify values present in psychological research and cognitive analysis. 

2. Use moral sensitivity as well as moral reasoning to make decisions 

regarding psychological health. 

3. To abandon misconceptions about the field of psychology and begin to 

critically evaluate personal assumptions. 

   This goal meets the student assessment recommendations of the American 

Psychological Association’s (APA) Board of Educational Affairs for undergraduate 

education courses in psychology.  For the purpose of my assessment efforts, I 

identified and selected the most important goals of the APA: knowledge, skills, and 

values.  

The students were asked to watch a bilingual (English/Spanish) film 

documenting the daily struggles of ―Inocente,‖ a 15-year-old, homeless, 

undocumented-Mexican girl who moves around from shelter to shelter with her 

biological mother and younger siblings.  Inocente has experienced various forms of 

child abuse including domestic violence, child homelessness, and physical abuse by 

both parents; as a result, she has endured severe symptoms of depression, past 

suicidal ideations, and marked low self-esteem.  Moreover, her father was deported 

to Mexico after being arrested for physical battery against Inocente and her mother; 

unfortunately, throughout the film, Inocente continues to blame herself for their 

family’s homelessness.  

In order to cope with these misfortunes, Inocente uses the expression of art, 

which helped her to cope with her devastating situation.  By using her artistic talents, 

Inocente is able to succeed and achieve a higher level of emotional and 

psychological stability.  

The students were asked to avoid using personal judgment and erroneous 

misconceptions and to consider Inocente’s situation as part of her efforts to meet her 

basic human needs, including the need for self-actualization.   Prior to introducing 

the film, the students were presented with the Hierarchy of Human Needs by 
1
Abraham Maslow (1970).   They were asked to identify any external factors or 

circumstances, intrinsic and/or extrinsic motivators, attitudes, and behaviors that can 

be translated as indicators for each of the needs listed in the hierarchy.    

The responses from the students were tabulated, and the results of the 

assessment efforts indicated that 93% of the students were able to abandon 

misconceptions about human behavior and use critical thinking to explain Inocente’s 

situation. 

 
1
 Maslow, Abraham.  (1970).  Motivation and personality.  New York: Harper and Rowe. 

   
‖As a young immigrant myself, I was very impressed by Inocentes hard work to express 

her love for art.   I was also impressed with her trying to find her way out of the pattern, 

even if it meant putting up a fight. Inocente did not want to follow her mother’s steps and 

just accept the fact that there's no way out, because there is a way out and she was trying 

to find it. It was a bit upsetting seeing this video because I know many people assume 

immigrants come here to take advantage of some of the government’s help, and that 

mother proved them right, because I can personally say that not every family goes 

through the same thing or lives in the same condition. My mother also came here with 

nothing and worked day and night to build a home for me and my brother. Many don't 

realize that some people are actually here to better themselves and to create a better 

future for their kids, not only to live on the streets and hope everything will be ok. 

Inocente was a truly admirable girl.‖  Suri Gonzalez 

Critical Thinking Assignment Results 
By Jorge Argueta, Instructor of Psychology 
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INFUSING AFRICA INTO THE CLASSROOM 
 Three Stories from Harper Faculty who Participated in the 2014 Field Seminar In Rwanda & Uganda 

Humanities 107-001 Spring 2015 by Judy S. Kaplow 

 

 Humanities 107 is an introduction to African cultural studies – 

nothing more. No human culture can be understood in one semester: 

certainly not the many distinct cultures of Africa that have existed for 

millennia and been home to billions of people. Therefore, I do not ask my 

students to attempt to study all of Africa, nor even every aspect of the 

cultures we do study. I hope merely to provide tantalizing glimpses, and to 

establish a starting point from which students can continue to explore 

African cultures on their own.  

 To accomplish this, we examine Africa as a whole, and a number of 

individual African cultures, ranging from ancient through modern, located 

throughout the African continent. We explore these cultures’ religious, 

political, and social traditions, oral and written literature, and visual and 

performance arts. My hope is that, by the end of the semester, each student 

will be able to recognize the unique character of each of these civilizations, 

to understand something of the relationships between them, and to have 

gained appreciation for the variety and value of African peoples’ 

contributions to world culture.  

 

 

African Lecture 

Series 
 

The Science of Ebola 

 

Tuesday, March 10
th

  

 11:00am – 12:15pm 

   Location – W218 

 

Presenter:  

Dr. Andrew Iverson, 

Department of 

Biology 
 

Audience: Harper 

students, faculty, staff, 

and community 
 

Description:  
Recently, Western Africa 

experienced an outbreak of 

the Ebola virus killing over 

five thousand people.  This 

has led to a great deal of 

confusion and an 

incomplete picture of what 

has transpired.  This lecture 

will seek to help create a 

clearer picture on the 

subject of Ebola through 

discussion in a number of 

areas.  There will be focus 

on defining what is Ebola 

as a virus and a disease.  

We will look into what 

transpired with recent 

outbreak in West Africa, 

how it differed from 

previous outbreaks and 

how it lead to cases in the 

United States.  What was 

and is being done to treat 

and prevent Ebola 

outbreaks will be explored 

as well. 
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Global Gurus Hangout 
 

The ‘Woman Question’: 

Rethinking Gender from an 

African Perspective 

 

Monday, February 16
th

 

Time: 3:30 – 4:45 pm  

Location: Academy for 

Teaching Excellence 

 

Moderator: 

Dr. Monica Edwards, 

Department of Sociology 

 

Audience: Harper faculty and 

staff 

 

Description:   Join us for a 

discussion of Nigerian 

sociologist, Oyeronke 

Oyewumi's book, The Invention 

of Women: Making an African 

Sense of Western Gender 

Discourses (University of 

Minnesota Press, 1997).  In this 

work, Oyewumi rethinks gender 

as a Western construction and 

uses pre-colonial Yoruban 

culture to critique the 

universality of a Western 

feminist discourse. Selections 

of this text will be available 

prior to the discussion.  

  
 

Literature 208 By Judi Nitsch 

 
As a post colonialist, I felt great excitement and angst about the faculty trip 

to East Africa. The region was physically new to me, only having traveled north of 

the Sahara, so the chance to explore the Great Lakes landscapes and interact with its 

peoples was thrilling. The region was also intellectually new to me, only having 

studied Western Anglophone Africa, so the project of teaching a course focused on 

East African fiction seemed daunting. With these dueling emotions, I plunged into the 

new milieu and came back simply enthralled about the experience and the course. The 

bustle of life on the streets, on the universities, and in the cultural spaces was simply 

electrifying – I couldn’t wait to share it all with my future students. 

 A new challenge quickly emerged, though: How do I capture the vitality, 

depth, and relevance of East African literature when students know so very little 

about the region? I had finished a rigorous seminar and spent the summer researching 

regional history and Ugandan literature in particular. Yet, the transmission of all of 

that information seemed impossible – there wouldn’t be enough hours in the semester 

to lecture and there would be few students to sit attentively through all that lecture. I 

took the chance of requiring some historical reading and using an anthology of East 

African women’s writing. I feared that the material would seem dry, especially in 

comparison to the contemporary stories and novel we would dig into. Worse, I feared 

that students would feel inundated by all the information and simply shut down. 

 To my great joy, my small but hardworking class readily absorbed the 

material. The end results weren’t merely more sophisticated readings of the course 

literature. Students told me the new knowledge thoroughly changed their perspectives 

about East Africa, which they shared during their final reflection on the course 

content. Here are but a few examples: 

―This course and more so the authors whom we read broadened my thoughts and 

armed me with beautiful stories that I will always keep dear to my heart.‖ 

―I also learned about the remarkable efficacy and resilience that African women 

possessed, to keep their families together, to fight for their rights, to preserve their 

own history. Amazing people … I will keep learning about these women and talking 

about these women.‖ 

―I would say that I was often in awe of the strength of the individual and communities 

in East Africa. The true reason I should not look down on them is they survive, fight, 

and celebrate, often in times that I would not dare. How can I judge them when I am 

often unwilling or unable to do what they can?‖  

I thank Richard Johnson, Mukila Maitha, and those administrators and trustees who 

supported this incredible seminar. It will continue to be enriching for me and for my 

students. 
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~Spring 2015~ 
123 International Students 
at Harper College hail from 

32 different countries: 

Albania 

Austria 

Brazil 

Bulgaria 

China 

Colombia 

France 

Germany 

Hong Kong 

India 

Israel 

Japan 

Jordan 

Korea 

Moldova 

Mongolia 

Nigeria 

Pakistan 

Panama 

Philippines 

Poland 

Qatar 

Romania 

Russia 

Serbia 

Sweden 

Syria 

Turkmenistan 

Ukraine 

United Kingdom 

Venezuela 

Vietman 

Common Features in the Perpetration and Portrayal of Genocides 

By Richard Middleton-Kaplan, English Department 
 
Whenever Leslye Hess and I teach our learning community about 

“American Perceptions of the Holocaust,” as we did last semester, we confront a 
host of difficult questions—from students and from ourselves. Among the most 
challenging recurrent questions are: (1) Why not teach about other genocides too? 
(2) What relevance or lessons does the Holocaust have for students today? (3) What 
has the world learned from the Holocaust, and how would the international 
community respond to another genocide?  
 

We were able to address all three questions last semester, thanks largely to 
what I learned in the “Teaching Africa Today” field-based seminar. Infusing 
readings, films, and experiences from that seminar allowed us to see common 
warning signs and stages of mass atrocity, beginning with classification and moving 
through dehumanization, polarization, preparation, the perpetration itself, and 
finally denial. When we visited the Illinois Holocaust Museum and Education 
Center, students immediately recognized the classification stage in the identity cards 
stamped with J (for Jude, or Jew), and they clearly saw that these were the model 
adopted by the Belgian colonists and then the genocidaires in Rwanda in creating 
identity cards marked Hutu, Tutsi, or Twa. Viewing Hotel Rwanda alongside 
Schindler’s List revealed similar portrayals not just of genocide’s stages but of the 
two protagonists: both Schindler and Paul Rusesabagina are depicted at first as glad-
handing fellows skilled in bribery to advance their businesses who then turn that 
skill to saving lives when their consciences are awakened. Film and written sources, 
such as the documentary My Neighbor My Killer from Rwanda and selections from 
the book Auschwitz and After by Charlotte Delbo, brought to light a common theme 
of survivor testimonies in which the survivor feels as if she has already died even if 
she seems to still be alive to those around her. Finally, discussing the international 
response to the atrocities allowed students to recognize common elements in the 
failures to intervene—but also to learn about the mechanisms now available that 
were formed in the aftermath of the Holocaust (such as UN peacekeeping forces and 
an International Criminal Court) and, perhaps most importantly, strengthened their 
resolve to speak out and demand action when they know about massive human 
rights violations.   
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5th Annual 

International 

Education Summit 
 

Peacebuilding as a 

Framework for 

Internationalization 

 

Friday, March 6
th

  

   8:30am – 3:00pm 

Wojcik Conference 

Center 

Audience: Harper students, 

faculty, staff, and 

community 

 

Description:  

Please join us for a day of 

innovative presentations on 

the subject of 

―peacebuilding.‖  David J. 

Smith, former Fulbright 

Scholar, conflict resolution 

practitioner and educator, 

will provide the contextual 

background and theoretical 

framework of peacebuilding 

studies in a keynote 

address.  Concurrent 

breakout sessions will 

follow on specific case 

studies and subjects.  

Faculty will gain valuable 

practical skills and tools, 

including sample syllabi, 

course materials, and other 

learner-centered strategies 

for teaching peacebuilding. 

 

INTERNATIONAL STUDIES AND PROGRAMS 
Events and Programming 

One of the student-led events organized this past fall as part of the International Education 

Week (October 30
th

), and co-sponsored by ELITE (Engagement and Leadership Initiative to 

Transition Effectively) and International Studies and Programs was Breaking Bias: Student Panel 

on Bias in the US and Abroad.  The goal of this panel was to offer Harper faculty, staff, and 

students the panel contributors’ perspectives on their individual experiences involving biased 

behavior ―including (but certainly not limited to) race, gender identity/expression, sexual 

orientation, national origin, and/or religion‖.  The event was very successful and well attended, 

especially by Harper students who welcomed this type of cultural event.  Below are some of the 

attendee comments: 

 

 I liked how open the presenters were about the issues discussed—these ladies are so 

brave! 

 Africa is amazing, yet not so different from America.  

 I found out more about differences between American and African cultural values.  

 I learned about real life struggles that these students faced that I have never experienced.  

 I learned more about people’s struggles coming to the US.  

 I learned that the US is not all that easy to fit in, in part because there is bias towards 

African cultures.   

 I realized that we shouldn’t discriminate against people we don’t know.  

 I now understand that the media shapes our perception of other countries.  

 I would love to learn more about other parts of the world and what others think about us 

before coming to the U.S. 

 

Community Colleges for International Development (CCID) 

 

Rich Johnson, Mukila Maitha, and Pat Hamlen gave a presentation on the 

Faculty International Field Seminar “Teaching Africa Today” at the annual 

conference of the Community Colleges for International Development 

(CCID).  The presentation, “World US: Taking Community College Faculty 

Overseas,” focused on three aspects of the program.  Rich Johnson discussed 

the genesis of the Field Seminar and its connection to Harper’s 

Internationalization Plan. Using the ARC GIS Story Map application, Mukila 

Maitha, the Faculty Leader of the program, outlined the development and 

implementation of the program. As a faculty participant in the program, Pat 

Hamlen described her experience of the application process. She also 

discussed how she infused her courses with material from the program.  The 

presentation also showcased the Faculty Blog and Curated Slideshows created 

by the participant group.  The session was attended by faculty and 

administrators from a variety of US community colleges, many of whom 

applauded our “model” of internationalization through faculty development and 

curriculum infusion.  
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Read Around the World 
 

The Southern Tiger: Chiles 

Fight for a Democratic and 

Prosperous Future  
By Ricardo Lagos 

 

Friday, April 10
th

  

   12:00pm – 2:00pm 

Academy for Teaching 

Excellence 

 

Moderated by:  

Andrew Levin 

Department of History, 

Political Science 
 

Audience: 
Harper faculty and staff 
  

Description:   

During the 1970s and 1980s, 

Chile was a natural laboratory 

for the University of Chicago-

based ideas of neoliberal 

economic policies. They 

failed. Individual wealth fell, 

human rights were non-

existent, and only a small, 

corrupt elite prospered. Flash-

forward to today and the 

picture is radically different: 

the country is prosperous and 

democratic. It even plays 

above its weight in 

international politics. This 

book gives the reader a rare 

glimpse of how strong 

leadership and the right 

policies can succeed. In this 

autobiography by one its 

influential former presidents, 

we learn the inside story for 

how Chile became the 

Southern Tiger and began to 

roar.   
 

Harper College Student Clubs 
By Monica Edwards, Sociology Department, Pride advisor 

 
In November of 2014, Harper College’s Pride Club hosted a series of events 

in honor of the International Transgender Day of Remembrance.  On November 17 
and 18th two students who are both trans*identified and members of the Pride club 
facilitated “transgender 101” sessions.  They were excellently facilitated by the 
students in front of a packed house (E107 was filled to capacity both sessions, 
thanks to the many colleagues who brought their classes to the sessions).  The final 
event was a vigil that was held on the International Day of Remembrance.  The 
students made paper flowers to hand out to the audience, and each flower included 
the story of a transgender person who was murdered in 2013 as a direct 
consequence of their gender identity.  For example, as posted by  
Elizalber Oliveira de Mesquita (39 years old) 

Cause of death: stoned to death 

Location of death: Teresina, Piauí, Brazil 

Date of death: January 5th, 2014 

http://tdor.info  

At the vigil, members of the Pride club, along with two members of the Black 
Student Union, read the names, cause, location, and date of death of those who died 
victims of transgender hate crimes, to remember and give voice to the voiceless.  The 
list was provided by http://tdor.info . According to the Trans Murder Monitoring 
Project, there were “reports of murdered trans people in 28 countries in the last 12 
months, with the majority from Brazil (113), Mexico (31), Honduras (12), the USA 
(10) and Venezuela (10). While Brazil and Mexico have the highest absolute 
numbers, the relative numbers show even more worrisome results for some 
countries with smaller population sizes such as Honduras” (2014).  It should also be 
noted that these numbers reflect structural reporting patterns, and don’t necessary 
reflect actual rates of violence against the international transgender community.  
That is, while the numbers or reported murders are high in Brazil, we can’t easily 
argue that there is more discrimination in Brazil when it’s possible that Brazil has a 
better structure for reporting hate crimes.  It goes without saying that a lot of 
violence against the transgender community goes unreported.  As Kidd and Witten 
report, “It is rare for gender-based violence research to include non-normative (i.e., 
non-Western) or non-traditional gender identities (androgeny, a gendered, gender-
benders, gender-blending, etc.; see Witten & Eyler, 1999; 2007abc) and their 
resultant sexualities, pair-bonding, or socioeconomic and demographic status. It 
follows that little is known about violence against these communities” (2008).  The 
goal of the Pride club at these events was to start a conversation that includes the 
international transgender community, and that makes visible the invisible.  

 
 

      

http://tdor.info/
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Coordinator’s Corner 
By Dr. Richard F. Johnson 

About Harper’s International Studies and Programs Committee (ISPC) 
The ISPC is committed to educating students for leadership in an increasingly 

complex global society. The programs and services provided enrich faculty, 

staff, and the Harper College community. The committee serves as a resource 

to the College and surrounding communities to celebrate the many 

contributions of the world's cultures and traditions, and will foster the 

continuing global education of its citizenry. The ISPC is a Harper College 

Shared Governance committee. 

 

Peacebuilding Series: Teaching 

Conflict, Trauma, and Peace 
 

Peacebuilding for Life: 

Careers in Peace 
 

   Thursday, April 16
th

  

   11:00am – 12:45pm 

   Location – X250ab 

 
Audience: Harper students, 

faculty, staff, and community 

 

Description: 

 

A ―peace‖ professional is a 

difficult career path to embark 

upon and for many students it is 

not considered as frequently as 

other options.  How does one 

begin a career in peace-building, 

and what kinds of skills do 

organizations look for as they 

hire in this field?  In this panel 

discussion, individuals who have 

created opportunities themselves 

working in the fields of peace-

building, reconciliation, equality, 

trauma or human rights will be 

available to discuss how they 

found their professions.  An 

extended Q&A session will be 

allowed to address audience’s 

interests. 
 

Happy Lunar New Year! I hope you all are off to a great semester.  

International Studies and Programs certainly is: we’re sponsoring a number 

of innovative programs this semester, including our 5
th
 Annual International 

Education Summit.  Join us on Friday, March 6 for a day of sessions on 

Peacebuilding, featuring a keynote by David Smith, a former senior 

manager of Education Outreach at the U.S. Institute for Peace’s Global 

Peacebuilding Center. A peacebuilding trainer and educator, David Smith 

is the editor of Peacebuilding in Community Colleges: A Teaching 

Resource (U.S. Institute of Peace Press, 2013). The keynote will be 

followed by breakout sessions focusing on a variety of intersections 

between peace studies and internationalization, and explore ways in which 

those connections can promote comprehensive campus 

internationalization.  

 

Check our website for more events:  

 

http://dept.harpercollege.edu/international/events.html 

 

With this edition of Going Global! Kelly Coronado has taken over editorial 

duties of our newsletter.  She’s done a marvelous job, and we look forward 

to her leadership moving forward.  If you have any ideas for a program or 

an article for the newsletter, let us know.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at our events this spring!  

 

Rich Johnson 

 

http://dept.harpercollege.edu/international/events.html

